
RESOLUTION NUMBER 185 

HONORING THE NATIONAL AFRICAN AMERICAN INSURANCE ASSOCIATION (NAAIA) 

 

WHEREAS, the National African American Insurance Association (NAAIA) will host its inaugural Black 

History Month celebration “STILL I RISE” to take place Friday, February 24, 2023 from 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm; 

and  

WHEREAS, NAAIA St. Louis will host this event at the Missouri History Museum located in St. Louis’ well-

known Forest Park; and  

WHEREAS, NAAIA will celebrate “The Journey of African American Insurance and Investment Professionals 

– Past, Present and Future” and will start the evening, Dr. Leroy Nunery, II, President, Evolution Advisors LLC 

will share his insights on the African American employee/customer experience and the tremendous growth 

potential in the insurance industry; and  

WHEREAS, the evening will end with long overdue recognitions to four (4) special honorees and twelve (12) 

Black Insurance and Investment Pioneers from the Greater St. Louis Metropolitan Area; and  

WHEREAS, their first honoree is Mr. Christopher Hudlin who is President of Hudlin and Company, an agency 

established in East St. Louis, Illinois by his father, Warrington Hudlin Sr. in 1953. The firm will be recognized 

for this being their 70th year thriving as a Black owned, independent insurance brokerage organization; and  

WHEREAS, also honored will be Michael P. McMillan, President of the Urban League of Metropolitan St. 

Louis. Mr. McMillan will receive the award in recognition of his extraordinary dedication to cooperative 

economics and collaboration across public and private organizations. He has also been an avid supporter and 

strategic community partner as NAAIA St. Louis launched in this area; and  

WHEREAS, the third honoree is Raina Thomas-Walton, President of R. T. Thomas Insurance, LLC an 

independent insurance brokerage firm established in 1971 in St. Louis, Missouri by Raina’s Dad, Ralph T. 

Thomas. The 52-year-old agency is now recognized as a woman and minority owned entity; and  

WHEREAS, the final honoree is Kathy Conley-Jones, past president of NAAIA St. Louis and founder of The 

Conley Financial Group which was recently acquired by Branch Benefit Consultants of Las Vegas, Nevada; a 

minority owned brokerage agency. Mrs. Conley-Jones will be recognized for the establishment of a 501©3 

entity dedicated to the career growth, employment and financial support of diverse communities interested in 

the insurance and investment field. In 1997; and  

WHEREAS, the National African American Insurance Association (NAAIA) was founded by Jerald L. 

Tillman, LUTCF in Cincinnati, Ohio and celebrated its 25th anniversary in 2022 and worked diligently in the 

community since its inception.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that 

we pause in our deliberations to recognize the many accomplishments of the National African American 

Insurance Association (NAAIA) and welcome them to St. Louis during their inaugural Black History Month 

celebration named “STILL I RISE.” We further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this 

Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it may 

be presented to the honorees at a time and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 

Introduced this 10th day of February, 2023 by: 

The Honorable Shameem Clark Hubbard, Alderwoman 26th Ward 

 

 



 

Adopted the 10th day of February, 2023, as attested by: 

  

________________________________             ___________________________________ 

Terry Kennedy     Megan Green  

Clerk, Board of Aldermen     President, Board of Aldermen 

 

 

 


